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ABSTRACT 

The author claims that the dignity and self-esteem of 
minority group children in particular are effectively destroyed m 
schools. Racial and ethnic prejudices create the vicious cycle of low 
expectations — low achievement — lower expectations. Abilities are 
further undermined by the emphasis in schools on verbal skills and 
reading as opposed to non-verbal skills. Ability tests, standardized 
with middle class white children :md geared to their value system, 
are used to classify all children for the rest of their lives; 
however, most minority group members cannot do well because of the 
test’s irrelevance or senselessness. Because these children’s 
backgrounds and experiences are so diverse, standardized tests 
provide little help in achieving the goal of equal educational 
c portunity when used for grouping children. However, if they are 
used to develop recommendations for individualized instruction to 
provide experiences appropriate to the development of each c T 
they have value. Several examples of intelligent test item:., wh; * are 
potentially unintelligible or likely to be misinterpreted, «. - ,xted. 
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TESTS AS A FORM OF REJECTION OF MINORITY GROUP CHILDREN 
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The destruction of a child’s dignity and self-esteem is a TERRIBLE ACT, 

BUT IT IS EFFECTIVELY CARRIED OUT DAILY IN OUR SCHOOLS. TEACHERS, COUNSELORS 
AND ADMINISTRATORS EFFICIENTLY STAMP OUT CREATIVITY, SPONTANEITY AND JOY OF 
LEARNING* NOWHERE IS THIS MORE STRIKING THAN IN OUR TEACHING OF MINORITY GROUP 
CHILDREN. 

Racial and ethnic prejudices do exist in our schools, and they are the 

CREATORS OF THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF LOW EXPECTATIONS — LOW ACHIEVEMENT — LOWER 

expectations. Not one of us can achieve our potential best in a climate of 

CONTEMPT, AND CHILDREN WHO ARE DIFFERENT LIVE IN A STEADY FLOW OF SUBTLE OR 

not SO subtle insults. The school and the World outside the school reinforce 

EACH OTHER IN ESTABLISHING THE ATTITUDE THAT MINORITY CHILDREN ARE INFERIOR. 

They teach that there is really no point in trying for failure is expected. Most 

OF US WOULD DROP OUT OF A CLIMATE WHICH CONSTANTLY HUMILIATED US, AND MANY OF 
THESE CHILDREN DO JUST THAT, AS SOON AS THEY CAN. 

Black child re n are not the only ones who are " rmed by p rejudi ce. In 
the Southwestern part of the United State administrators, school 

BOARDS AND EVEN STATE LEGISLATORS SHOW THEIR CONTEMPT FOR MEXICAN - AMERICAN 
CHILDREN BY FORBIDDING THE USE OF SPANISH IN THE SCHOOLS. In SOME SCHOOLS CHILDREN 
ARE FORCED TO KNEEL ON THE PLAYGROUND AND BEG FORGIVENESS IF CAUGHT CONVERSING IN 

Spanish. 

| CAN ONLY SPEAK FROM EXPERIENCE REGARDING THE UNITED SPATES, BUT I HAVE 
HEARD THAT A DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF INDIAN CHILDREN DROP OUT OF SCHOOL HERE 

in Canada, and that, like the rest of us, Canadians have their ghettos of Hungarians, 
Greeks and Italians. I am told that you, too, have schools which value verbal 

SKILLS OVER NON-VERBAL ONES, AND, OF COURSE, BEING VERBAL IN A LANGUAGE THE TEACHER 
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CANNOT UNDERSTAND DOES NOT COUNT! ALSO, WHAT DO VOU DO ABOUT A CHILL WHO 
USES AND UNDERSTANDS THOUSANDS OF WORDS, BUT READS POORL-Y? MaNY MINORITY 
GROUP CHILDREN ARE GIVEN CREDIT FOR "KNOWING" ONLY A FEW HUNDRED WORDS BE- 

cause their reading vocabulary ;s poor* 

As desegregation gathers momentum IN the United States, thousands of 

BLACK CHILDREN ARE BEING TESTED WITH TESTS WHICH WERE STANDARDIZED WITH MIDDLE 
CLASS WHITE CHILDREN. ThE RESULTS OF THESE TESTS ARE USED TO DETERMINE SUCH 
THINGS AS CLASS PLACEMENT, BUT THERE IS ANOTHER SUBTLE OUTCOME. THE TEST 
SCORES GO INTO THE CUMULATIVE FOLDER, AND SURELY, THE CUMULATIVE FOLDER SHALL 

H 

FOLLOW YOU ALL THE DAYS OF YOUI LIFE. PSYCHOLOGISTS AND COUNSELORS AND EDUCATORS 
MAY WRITE LEARNED PAPERS BY TKF TON ADMITTING THAT I. Q.' S ARE NOT STAMPED ON THE 
CHILD'S GENES AT THE TIME OF CO ' CE PTI ON, BUT LET US BE HONEST WITH OURSELVES AND 
ADMIT THAT WE HAVE ESTABLISH C A KIND OF SACREO AURA AROUND TEST SCORES WHICH 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, ADMISSION 'OARDS, AND EVEN EMPLOYERS REGARD AS DEFINITIVE. 

Many adages or "folk sayings" express deep insight. Our grandparents 
KNEW WHAT they WERE TALKING ABOUT WHE N THEY SAID, "GlVE A DOG A BAD NAME AND 
HE i I _ l _ ,_| VE up to it." When v>.e classify a black child as a "slow learner , or as 
"dull normal", OR as "MENTALLY RETARDED 11 BECAUSE OF a WlSC SCORE WE ARE OFTEN 
PRONOUNCING A SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY. SURELY, EACH OF US CAN RECALL PEOPLE OR 
GROUPS OF PEOPLE WHO LOOKED AT US IN N" .ATIVE WAYS, AND CAN REMEMBER OUR DEFEN- 
SIVENESS, OUR hostility, our "unintelligent" resultant behavior, which simply 

fulfilled the other person's low opinion of our character and ability. 

One OF my favorite stories is of a teacher who was issued an alphabetized 
list of the names of the children in her new class in September. Opposite each 
name was AN |. Q. At the end of the term she compared the children's grade 

RANKINGS WITH THEIR I. Q. RANKINGS, AND WAS INTERESTED TO NOTE THAT THE I. Q. ! S 
MATCHED GRADES, IN RANKING, ALMOST WITHOUT EXCEPTION. IMAGINE HER CHAGRIN WHEN 
SHE DISCOVERED that THE NUMBERS SHE had THOUGHT WERE I. Q. ' S WERE ACTUALLY THE 
NUMBERS OF THE CHILDREN'S LOCKERS IN THE HALL ! 
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After years or COUNSELING and testing children from a variety of 

RACIAL BACKGROUNDS, I AM CONVINCED THAT BLACK CHI LORE N ARE QU I TE DIFFERENT 
FROM WHI-E CHILDREN IN THE SOUTHERN UNITED STATES. I DO NOT, HOWEVER, 

CONCEDE TO ANYONE THAT THEY ARE LESS OR MORE I NTE LLIGENT, WHATEVER THAT MAY 

MEAN. Most people who administer tests know that all intelligence tests 

ARE, IN REALITY, ACHIEVEMENT TESTS. LET US GO A STEP FURTHER AND RECOGNIZE 
THAT THEY MEASURE AND PUT NUMERICAL SCORES UPON VALUE SYSTEMS. |s THERE 
ONE AMONG YOU WILLING TO SAY WITHOUT EQUIVOCATION THAT HE CAN SET UP A VALID 
VALUE SYSTEM FOR A MEMBER OF A MINORITY GROUP TO WHICH HE DOES NOT BELONG? 

An EXAMINATION OF CERTAIN ITEMS OF THE WISC AND THE STANFORD BlNET 
WILL SERVE AS ILLUSTRATIONS. Wi'EN I ASK A BLACK CHILD IN A PoLK CoUNTY 
COMMUNITY WHAT HE WOULD DO IF HE WERE SENT TO THE STORE FOR BREAD AND THE 
STORE HAD NONE LEFT, HE ALMOST INVARIABLY ANSWERS THAT HE WOULD GO HOME. 

For this he gets a score of zero. But the author of this test did not contrive 

THIS QUESTION FOR A CHILD WHOSE PARENTS HAVE CREDIT AT ONLY ONE STORE. THIS ONE 
STORE CASHES THE WELFARE VOUCHER, EXTENDS JUDICIOUS CREDIT, EXPECTS TO BE PAID 
WHEN THE FATHER IS PICKING FRUIT, AND RECEIVES IN RETURN THE EXCLUSIVE PATRONAGE 
OF THE FAMILY. MR. ROGERS WHO HAS A GROCERY STORE IN A GHETTO AREA WOULD BE 
RIGHTEOUSLY INDIGNANT IF ONE OF HIS CUSTOMERS WENT TO ANOTHER STORE INSTEAD OF 
GOING HOME AND MIXING UP A BATCH Of CORNBREAD BECAUSE HE RAN OUT OF "l.lGHT BREAD 

on Saturday evening. Mr. Rogers is not a wealthy man, and he "carries" many 

a CUSTOMER THAT HE KNOWS WILL NEVER FAY HIM) IN RETURN HE EXPECTS LOYALTY. WoULD 
YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE MARKING THIS CHILD'S ANSWER WRONG? 

When I ask a ten year old black boy what he should do if a smaller boy tried 

TO START A FIGHT WITH HIM, ! OFTEN GET AN ANSWER SOMETHING LIKE THIS* 'I'd BEAT HIM 
UP BUT NOT ENOUGH TO BREAK ANYTHING OR KILL HIM. I'd TEACH HIM NOT TO MESS WITH 
GUYS BIGGEr'n HIM. " I F YOU WERE FAMILIAR WITH THIS Boy's BACKGROUND YOU WOULD 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A VERY-REALISTIC AND HUMANE ANSWER. INTELLIGENCE MUST 
INCORPORATE THE ABILITY TO SURVIVE IN ONE's ENVIRONMENT. |F A SMALL BLACK BOY GOES 
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AROUND PICKING FIGHTS WITH LARGER ONES IN FLORIDA, HE IS LUCKY TO LEARN A LESSON 
FROM SOMEONE WHO IS INNATELY KIND ENOUGH NOV TO SEND HIM TO THE HOSPTIAL EMER- 
GENCY WARD. IF THE BIG BOY WALKS AWAY, THE NEXT ADVERSARY MAY NOT BE QUITE SO 

lenient. 

When a black child is sked why the government gives examinations to 

POTENTIAL EMPLOYEES, HE CERTAINLY DOESN'T EXPLAIN THE EVILS OF NEPOTISM AND GET 
A GOOD SCORE. USUALLY RESPONDS, "To SEE IF YOU GOT THE DISEASE* , OR, LESS 

elegantly, "they find out if you got crabs' 1 . Every black person who applies for any 
job knows why he IS sent to the Health Department to give a blood sample. A careful 

SCRUTINY OF THE REST OF THE COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS WILL REVEAL THE WHITE MAN'S 
CULTURE IN PRACTICALLY EVERY QUESTION. THIS IS THE TEST THAT WE SAY MEASURES 

"logical reasoning ability 11 # 

Leaving the Comprehension test, consider the test of Information, which 
we blandly- contend measures" retention OF everyday types of information . Whose 
"everyday’ ’ are we talking about? We ask these children who WROTE "Romeo and 
Juliet", when this piece of literature is not even in the curriculum of the schools 
these children have been attending, and such information is not exactly a common 
topic of discussion at their family gatherings. How can we believe we are measuring 
retention OF information WHEN THE IN FORMAT!' MCM r .Ft, RESI ' Pl-P.F ,i S ‘ Ul - 

learned this from bound volumes in the family bookcase. Let me assure you that not 
many black families IN the south own a set of Shakespearian plays. How many of you 
could answer an intelligence test question such as , "What was Malcolm X 1 s last 
name?" I have tried this question on a number of so-called unintelligent St-ACK 
children, and HAVE FOUND that their "retention of everyday types of information" is 
quite good. How is yours? If I ask you what we celebrate on "June Teewth", can 
you tell me? And when is Washington’s birthday? Booker T. Washington, of course. 

Vocabulary is another area in which black children show their "inferiority". 

If a black child is given the word "fur" to define, and says it means "like you go a 
fur PIECE UP THE road", is HE WRONG? If I WERE TESTED ON MY PRONUNCIATION 
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"schedule" by my British friends, I would most certainly be told that I pro- 
nounced THE WORD INCORRECTLY. BUT, ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF LANGUAGE IS TO 
MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR PEOPLE TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY, AND IF I INSISTED UPON 
GIVING THE WORDS "sCHEDULe" AND "LABORATORY 1 ' THE PRONUNCIATION FAVORED BY MV 

London friends, I would cause breaks in the smoothness of the reception of my 
meaning and thus impede communication in my circles. Black children must 
communicate as best they can, even if it means softening the word "far" to 
SOUND LIKE "fur". 

Another word in the vocabulary list which many black children miss is 
the word "spade". Some simply refuse to try to define it, for it is a derogatory 

WORD FOR A BLACK MAN* 

Black children often do poorly on the Object Assembly test. D° es this 
mean they are unintelligent or does it mean that black culture has never been 

KNOWN FOR PURCHASING PLAYSCHOOL OR JuDY PUZZLES FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN OR 
FOR SITTING AROUND WORKING JIGSAW PUZZLES AS A PASTIME? Is PUZZLE WORKING A 
VITAL ASSET TO A CULTURE, OR IS THIS MERELY SOMETHING WHICH THE WHITE MAN HAS 
EDUCATED HIS CHILDREN TO ENJOY? | *■* “.D AN" >G B WITH A GROUP OF 

SLA"'.. . J' ' , WHO 1 ... POOR ABSTRACT REASONING ON A MOTOR LEVEL AS MEASURED BY THE 

Block Design Test. I locked my keys in my car one day, and was trying to decide 

WHETHER it WOULD BE CHEAPER TO BREAK A CAR WINDOW OR -ALL A GARAGE FOR HELP. 

Some of the boys noticed my plight. Within minutes t- es e was a boy on each side 
of my CAR with a straightened wire coat hanger, IN a contest to see who could open 
my car first. The winner took exactly 7 minutes to ihse-rt the wire with a special 

KIND OF LOOP ON THE END AND PULL UP THE LOCK BUTTON Oh M ' CAR DOOR. I HAVE HAD 
SOME LAUGHS OVER THE WASTED TIME I HAVE SPENT LOCKING 'MY CAR WHEN A "dULL NORMAL 11 

elementary school boy could open it in 7 minutes! 

If l APPEAR TO BE RIDICULING THE GRE VT WORK OF ~ :,U GENIUSES WHO HAVE GIVEN US 
STANDARDIZED TESTS FOR TOOLS, 1 APOLOGIZE. BuT I AM AWAKING A PLEA FOR THE CAREFUL 
SCRUTINY OF THE GOALS OF TESTING AND THE USE OF THESE SCORES, NoNE OF US WOULD DO 
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WEL-L. ON A TEST BASED ON WORDS AND VALUES WE DID NOT UNDERSTAND, YET THIS IS WHAT 
WE ARE FORCING UPON YOUNG CHILDREN. WHENEVER WE FIND POVERTY-STRICKEN, HOPELESS 
PEOPLE WE WILL FIND CHILDREN WHO HAVE LITTLE COMMUNICATION AND VERY LITTLE 

heritage of a real culture or tradition. This is not limited to any one minority 

group. We MUST NOT CONFUSE THIS PROBLEM WITH THE DIFFICULTY A BLACK CHILD HAS 
WHEN HE IS DISCRIMINATED AGAINST BECAUSE HE CANNOT DO WELL ON A TEST WHICH SEEMS 

irrelevant or senseless to him* 

I HAVE PREPARED A CHART SHOWING, IN BLACK COLUMNS, THE SCORES ON A WISC 
MADE BY A NINE YEAR OLD BLACK BOY. ThE WHITE COLUMNS BESIDE THE BLaCK ONES SHOW 
THE SCORE THIS BOY WOULD HAVE MADE IF HE HAD GROWN UP IN A WHITE CULTURE WITH A 

similar economic background. In no case did his color help him. This alert boy 

WAS CLASSED AS DULL NORMAL BY HIS TEST SCORE, BUT HE WOULD HAVE BEEN AVERAGE IF 
HE HAD BEEN WHITE. ThE WHITE COLUMNS ARE SUBJECTIVE, OF COURSE, FOR NO ONE CAN 
PREDICT SUCH THINGS PERFECTLY. HoWEVER, THEY ILLUSTRATE A PHE' ML , , . CH IS 

SEEN OVER AND OVER BY PEOPLE WHO TEST CHILDREN. 

It i s degrading to a nation to play the ethnic prejudice game. All our 

CHILDREN GAMBLE WHEN THEY GO TO SCHOOL, BUT OUR MINORITY CHILDREN PLAY WITH A 
STACKED DECK* We ALL KNOW A FEW WHO HAVE WON EVEN WITH THE ODDS AGAINST THEM, 

BUT THEY OFTEN LEAVE THE GAME WITH A BURNING ANGER AND HOSTILITY TOWARD THE SCHOOL. 

Some search diligently for ways to strike back. 

What about those who stay in the game for a while and then drop out? We 

PERSUADE MANY OF THEM THAT LOSERS GET WHAT THEY DESERVE. If YOU ARE WORTHLESS 
YOU DESERVE TO FAIL. 

In the 1950 f S OUR SCHOOLS stressed equal opportunity, and standardized tests 
WERE SUPPOSED TO HELP US ACHIEVE THIS GOAL NOW WE KNOW THIS IS NOT ENOUGH. WHEN 
CHILDREN HAVE DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND EXPERIENCES, JUST OFFERING ALL OF THEM THE 
SAME OPPORTUNITY IS INADEQUATE. And JUST GROUPING CHILDREN SO THAT FACH GROUP GETS 
THE SAME OPPORTUNITY WILL NOT SUFFICE, EITHER. Wg MUST PROVIDE EXPERIENCES 
APPROPRIATE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF EACH CHILD. 




e 



EFFECT OF ETHNIC FACTORS ON WISC SCORES 



O 

O 



LO 

t- 



s»bi 



co 

UO 



UO 

C\l 



T 1 




o 

ERIC 



10 



t 



SHOOS QSTVOS 



- 7 - 



CbILDREN NEED CERTAIN CONCEPTS and SKIL-L-S IF THEY ARE TO PROGRESS WELL. IN 

school. Children are not all equally well equipped with these tools, especially 

,F THEIR HOMES ARE SEVERELY DEPRIVED. It IS NC T ENOUGH TO USE STANDARDIZED TESTS 
TO GROUP CHILDREN# 

We must use them to develop recommendations for individualized instruction. 
An item analysis of each test item should be made by the counselor, with each 
deficit explained SO that the teacher can work out a specific plan of action. We 

NEED TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ANY RELEVANT EXPERIENCES A CHILD HAS HAD. A NINE YEAR 
OLD BLACK BOY WHO COULD NOT WORK A SINGLE PROBLEM IN THE STANDARDIZED ARITHMETIC 
TEST COULD FIGURE HIS WAGES FOR STACKING TOBACCO AT TWO BITS AN HOUR WITHOUT THE USE 
OF A PENCIL AND PAPER. We NEED TO EXPLORE EACH CHILd’s STYLE OF LEARNING, WHICH IS 

AS individualized as his life style* 

I'd LIKE TO CLOSE WITH A POEM WHICH IS MEANINGFUL TO ME. It IS BY CoUNTEE 
Cullen and is called "Incident 11 . 

Once riding in old Baltimore 
Heart-filled, head-filled with glee 
I saw a Baltimorean 
Keep looking straight at me. 



Now I WAS EIGHT AND VERY SMALL 

And he was no whit bigger 

And SO I SMILED, BUT HE POKED OUT 
His tongue, and called me, , 1 N igger • 

I SAW THE WHOLE OF BALTIMORE 

From May until December 

Of all the things that happened there 

That’s all that I RemembERo 
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